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Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority: warrant for execution? 

Lots Ofr~3<kn;> having r.,ad last wed :'. story on the Knik Ann Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA) [see 

Blid,. bill p lows out of FiD3nc~ , muddy .... ad ah pad , AuSLl BUDGET REPoRT, Apri.l 5, 20 13) have. ben! 

wondering abom ~ .... lari ... of the authority'. etnploytts_ We invite them ro 5.'" Table 2, and woooo- no more_ 

Employees with An nual Sa laries Over $72,000 
Knik Arm Bridge &: Toll Author ity 

Job tit l e Employee Sa lary 
Chief Flnand al OffIcer Kevin Hemenway $152,628 

Exe.:utive Director Andrew Niemiec $152,208 

Deputy Exec Direct(>/" Judy Dougherty $ 131,544 

Project Manager Shannon McCarthy $80,220 

Uaison Officer Michael Rovito $75,060 

KABATA sranffi this .... sion a.king roc 

• An in<=ase of its bonding authority from $500 million 10 $600 million, 

• An expansive exnnptiOD from stale and local taxes, and 

• A state pledge 10 cover paymenUl to a 
privale builder-operalor if evenUl don ' I 
unfold as KABATA plans_ 

Projecl opponenUl claim«! KABATA was Sttking a 
'olank checkH on the stale lJeasllf)'_ Nevertheless ­

gi,-en the backing ofGov_ ~"" Parnell ""d 
influenlial Mal-Su legislalo.-s - the happy few al 

KABATA thoughl th.-ir bill , HB 23, 01" companion 

SB 13, would ~ approved Whallooks to ~ 

approved now is a WarT",,1 for the omthority 's 

execullon_ 

A Legislative Audit Division analysis released on 
Saturday said KABATA's projections of loll revenue. 
were "unreasonably optimistic_ H TheAudil 

Division> s report eroded legislative confilknce the 
KABATA organization_ Late Thursday evening the 

House Rules Committee passed and senllO the 

House floor a committee substitute abolishing 
KABATA and Intnsf=ing its functions and 
.-mployees 10 the Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation (AHFC)_ Early Friday morning, the bill 
passed the House by a vole of 24- I S_ The agency 

could still survi,-e, but iUl plans to go to bid on the 
bridge projectlaler this year appear fully Ik-railed_ 

MO.IL 12.1013 

~ed thai in recent days they had received 

communicarions crirical of Webster from 
sponfl5.bing inlerests _ 

" It is disappointing, discolIDlging ""d dishe~ning 
when had infonnalion or politics prevent a qualified 
Alaskan from serving our stale,H Parnell said in a 
statement Monday aft.-moon_ " I appreciale Vince's 

willingness to ~ve ~ past six years _" 

~ Kenai River Sportfishing Association last wed: 
isrued a call to action from their executive director, 
Ricky ~ase, leveling sew-rat accusations against 

Websl...-, including thai he "participaled in 
precariously and unnecessarily lowering the 

escap"ment goal of Kenai River king salmon during 
a time of record low abundance and uncertain furore 
production_ H 

A number oflegislalOrS, both RqlUblic1lIlS and 

Democrals, poinled oul thai the decision in que.stion 
was reached by a 7-0 vole of the board, and;u-gued 

thai Webster was ~ing unfairly singled oul f01" a 
decision of the full board. 


